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Memorandum of Understanding

for
Academic Exchange and Cooperation Among the Followg Named Institutions

Center for Asia-Pacific/Cultural Studies, Tsing-HuaUniversity, Hsinchu
Center for Research and Information of Modern Chinese Literature, East China Normal
University, Shanghai
Center for the Study of Culture and Society, Bangalre
Cinema Studies Department, Korean National Universy of Arts, Seoul
Cultural Studies Program in Inter-Faculty Initiativ e in Information Studies, University of
Tokyo, Tokyo
Department of Chinese Literature, Tsing-Hua Univergy, Hsinchu
Department of English, Central University, Chung-li
Graduate Institute for Social Research and CulturalStudies, Chiao Tung University, Hsinchu
Graduate Program in Culture and Gender Studies, Yosei University, Seoul
Kwan Fong Cultural Research and Development Programme, Lingnan University,
Hong Kong
Program in Cultural Studies, Shanghai University, $anghai

To develop an academic exchange and cooperatieducation and research, representatives of the
above-named institutions have agreed to the foligwi

1. Based on the principles of mutual benefit arsppeet for each other's independence, the
above-named institutions will foster:

a) student and academic staff exchanges;
b) joint research activities;
c) exchanges of academic material.

2. In order to carry out the above-mentioned at#isj a detailed plan may be agreed to upon
consultation between any two or more institutions.

3. Itis implicit that each and every activity unidéen under this agreement is approved by the

appropriate officials at each institution and nfafitwithin each institution's academic and fiscal
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constraints.
4. This agreement shall be effective on and affterdate of its signing by the under-signed

representatives of the above-named institutiond shiall remain in force until any party wishes to
terminate. In order to terminate, a written notiwest be issued one year ahead.
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Websites:

Center for Asia-Pacific/Cultural Studies, Tsing-HuaUniversity, Hsinchu
http://hss.nthu.edu.tw/~apcs/index.html

Center for Research and Information of Modern Chinese Literature, East China Normal
University, Shanghai

http://www.cul-studies.com/zlzx/

Center for the Study of Culture and Society, Bangalre
http://www.cscsban.org/

Cinema Studies Department, Korean National Universy of Arts, Seoul
http://www.knua.ac.kr/new2005/eng/school_film/2 exima.asp

Cultural Studies Program in Inter-Faculty Initiativ e in Information Studies, University of
Tokyo, Tokyo

http://www.iii.u-tokyo.ac.jp/english/

Department of Chinese Literature, Tsing-Hua Univergy, Hsinchu
http://lwww.cl.nthu.edu.tw/#

Department of English, Central University, Chung-li
http://english.ncu.edu.tw/about/dept/intro_e.htm

Graduate Institute for Social Research and CulturalStudies, Chiao Tung University, Hsinchu
http://www.srcs.nctu.edu.tw/

Graduate Program in Culture and Gender Studies, Yosei University, Seoul
http://ycgs.yonsei.ac.kr/main/

Program in Cultural Studies, Shanghai University, $anghai
http://cla.shu.edu.cn/deptMess/Cultural/cul_Ind&r.h

Kwan Fong Cultural Research and Development Programme, Lingnan University, Hong
Kong
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http://www.In.edu.hk/ihss/crd/
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INTER-ASIA CULTURAL STUDIES
PROPOSAL TO SET UP AN
INTER-ASIA PH.D. IN CULTURAL STUDIES

Collaborating institutions

BRAC University, Dhaka, Bangladesh

Centre for the Study of Culture & Society, Bangaldndia
Chiao Tung University, Hsinchu, Taiwan
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing
Korean National University of Arts, Seoul, Korea
Lingnan University, Hong Kong

Central University, Jongli, Taiwan

Tsing Hua University, Hsinchu, Taiwan

National University of Singapore, Singapore
Peking University, Beijing, China

Ritsumeikan University, Kyoto, Japan

Shanghai University, Shanghai, China
SungKongHoe University, Seoul, South Korea
Tokyo University, Tokyo, Japan

University of Indonesia, Jakarta, Indonesia
University of Sydney

University of Melbourne

Yonsei University, Seoul, South Korea

The purpose of this initiative is to:
- Create an Inter-Asian MA/Ph.D. in Cultural Studibat isrecognizedandvalidated by the
members of the Inter-Asia Cultural Studmmsortium, comprising Universities and other
academic institutions in Asia;

- Coursework in all participating institutions with the eventuarget of being made available to
any student in any of the collaborating instituspn

- CollaborativeReaders published on specific themes/methodologies/dis&Ep.
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- Bilateral and multilateral arrangements $tiaring faculty and students
- Sharednstitutional repositories;

- A commoncredit structure;

- Co-supervision and doctoral committees for all registered Ph.D. students across the

consortium.
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PROPOSAL TO SET UP AN INTER-ASIA PH.D. IN CULTURAL STUDIES

Preamble

The Inter-Asia Cultural Studies began in 1998 asaasborder collective attempting to think
through Inter-Asia cultural politics, and to invigstte methodologies for cross-regional debates. As
the editorial statement of the IACS journal statéb® need for such debates originally arose
following the pervasive rhetoric of the 'rise ofi&scomplicated by the region's colonial past, and
the need to critique the rhetorical unities of biims: the 'rise' and of 'Asia’.

Over the past decade, the collective has run angbuiconducted bi-annual conferences, and
organized numerous other events that have furthéned questioning of available sites of
identification, and assembled alternative framesraference within which to interrogate the
‘culture’ question. IACS has published perhaps dbeénitive body of work on, and out of, Asia,
moving across national and regional divisions, s€scholarship and activism, and across forms of
disciplinary knowledge.lACS can validly claim to have accumulated and pulished a
significant body of writing that actively engages wth local cultural politics within an
ever-changing international environment impacted g a global cultural industry, new
electronic and information technologies, and diffeent forms of visual, virtual and financial
representation. This achievement forms a crucial frame upon whiehnext step will be based.

Apart from academic work, an additional compondrithe IACS movement has been to work with
institutions across Asia: to facilitate, and empovib®th institutions and intellectual communities
within the Asian region. It has served as a kely batween critical groupings, building connections
with journals and groups in different locales, ey that neither linguistic divisions nor the

hegemony of English would restrict trans-regiorethate and discussion.

Milestones in the Career of IACS

In the past decade, IACS has accumulated a boayodt directly out of Asia, which would not
have been produced without the journal as a veHmlegenerating knowledge. Some of the
representative essays are collectethter-Asia Cultural Studies Read@Routledge, 2007). Some
of the special issues have been regarded as bgeakin grounds with highly original work. In
addition to the ten volumes of essays, IACS hasrorgd six larger scale Inter-Asia Cultural
Studies conferences (1998 in Taipei, 2000 in Fuku@W04 in Bangalore, 2005 in Seoul, 2007 in
Shanghai and 2009 in Tokyo). In 2005, the InteraASultural Studies Society was formed, based
in Seoul, with the clear purpose to extend andrgalparticipation by constructing a platform for
younger intellectuals to come together. The 200&ng§hai Conference was the first IACS open call
for panel conference and the 2008 Seoul Summer Caawthe first gathering designed for
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graduate students. Both initiatives will, hopefultyfuture, engender friendships (networks) for a
next generation so that exciting and unpredictaiidlectual work may emerge to break through
existing problematic conditions of knowledge. Aetimembers of the IACS network across the
region have organized many related activities, saglconferences, workshops, lectures, public
forums, etc. Knowingly or not, the IACS network helso facilitated other forms of interaction,
among which is the conference for East Asian Giitiournals. IACS is allied with the Inter-Asia
Graduate School of NGO Studies based in Sung Karg Whiversity, Seoul. Adding all the links,
groupings and events that have spun off from thevar& together, IACS has found itself in the
middle of a “movement” that is often both expandamgl organic in its growth. Perhaps it is not an
exaggeration to say that IACS itself has becommalanovement, which is an integral part of the
larger intellectual movement towards the integratocd Asia and eventually to contribute to the
transformation of global knowledge production.

The 2006 Taipei MOU

On January 12, 2006, a Memorandum of Understarfdingcademic Exchange and Cooperation’
was signed in Taipei between the following Departteeand Institutions: theCenter for
Asia-Pacific/Cultural Studies, Tsing-Hua University (Hsinchu), theCenter for Research and
Information of Modern Chinese Literature, East China Normal University, (Shanghai), the
Center for the Study of Culture & Society (Bangalore) , theCultural Studies Program in
Inter-faculty Initiative in Information Studies, Un iversity of Tokyo (Tokyo), theDepartment of
Chinese Literature, Tsing-Hua University (Hsinchu), theDepartment of English, Central
University (Chung-li), theGraduate Institute for Social Research and CulturalStudies, Chiao
Tung University (Hsinchu), theGraduate Program in Culture and Gender Studies, Yosei
University (Seoul),Department of Cultural Studies, Lingnan University (Hong Kong), and
theProgram in Cultural Studies, Shanghai University(Shanghai).

The purpose of this Memorandum was to develop adernic exchange and cooperation in
Education and Research, to facilitate student @ademic staff exchanges, joint research activities
and exchange of academic material. Since 2006 tinre been a number of major developments,
both within nations and across national boundawésch have extended the 2006 Memorandum.
The IACS conferences already held in 2004 (Bangaland 2005 (Seoul) were significantly
extended with institutional participation in Shaagk/niversity 2007 and at the Tokyo University
of Foreign Studies in 2009, and future Confererwse been planned in Dhaka and Singapore,
that will see the active participation of membefrslbthe abovementioned institutions. There have
also been several new additions to that list, atlycthe Dept of Sociology in the School of Social
Science and Graduate School of NGO studies, SungKgiHoe University (Seoul), theKorean
National University of the Arts (Seoul), and the Cultural Studies in Asia PhD paiog National
University of Singapore(Singapore).
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An important development in this has been that sévef the above institutions have started
offering ‘Inter-Asian’ academic courses, which ube transborder methodologies followed by
IACS academics. Several courses in Asian Univessiéilso include texts published in the IACS
Journal and the Reader as a part of their curmoufDne specific further development has been the
instituting in 2008 of the Ph.D. programme titledlt@ral Studies, affiliating with the Asia at the
Asia Research Institute, National University of @ipore. Finally, there have been several
domestic academic consortia envisaged that wouldctty feed into the proposed Inter-Asia
Consortium: in Taiwan, the Chiao Tung Universitgithu, the Central University, Jongli, and the
Tsing Hua University, Hsinchu, have initiated aqadure to set up a Cultural Studies consortium.
In Korea, the Korean National University of Artyyrig§KongHoe University, and Yonsei University
plan to set up a similar consortium, and in India Centre for the Study of Culture & Society,
Bangalore, the Centre for Studies in Social Scign¢®lkata, and the English and Foreign
Languages University, Hyderabad, expect to begir tonsortium in 2009.

The Inter-Asia Cultural Studies Consortiurin July 2009, at the Tokyo Inter-Asia Cultural
Typhoon 2009, it was agreed that the Taipei MOU ld/awow be expanded into a full Consortium
of signatory institutions. The purpose of this catism is as follows:

to develop an academic exchange and cooperatieducation and research;
to facilitate student and academic staff exchanges;

to promote joint research activities and excharfgecademic material,

to design joint post-graduate courses in Inter-Axi#tural Studies; and
10.to work towards joint post-graduate degree programs

© 0N

This consortium will be headquartered at the Pmogna Cultural Studies, Shanghai University,
Shanghai and formalized there in February 2010. beship to the Consortium will be open to all
Asia-based academic institutions. This could ineludoth Universities as well as
academic/quasi-academic institutions validated byvérsities. If University-based, concerned
Members should ideally be named by Department:iffereht Departments even within a single
University will be treated as independent instdos (following the format of the 2006 Taipei
MOU).

The Next Step: An Inter-Asia MA/Ph.D. in Culturabu8ies

As a seminal further step along the career of #@3 Consortium, it is now proposed that a new
initiative be set up: a cross-institutional MA/Phjogrammeecognizedby the members of the
pan-Asian academic consortium, comprising Univesiand other academic institutions in Asia. It
is further proposed that the consortium facilitates assembly ofoursework in all participating
institutions which will be made available, as farpssible and in a gradual fashion, to all stuglent

97



within any of the collaborating institutions. Fueththat the concerned programme assembles an
institutional repository, comprising thetheses submitted the research emerging from the
consortium, and thecourseson offer.

Rationale

In academic termghe IACS initiative to date has published sigrafitly enough to pioneer a new
set of directions for academic work in Asian CuMuStudies. The combination of history,
economics, political science, law and sociologyiespology along with media studies, and
historical concerns effectively spanning thé"2D. in most of North East, South East and South
Asia, as well as initial work on West and Centralad makes for a critical resource that is capable
of taking the next step in its academic formalizati

Institutionally, IACS members have been key representatives oé sdithe leading Universities,
academic departments and research centres throsigh Fhey have been involved in the several
exchanges that have characterized the globalizatitngher education, and are able to bring their
Universities to recognize the impact that IACS wbds had on academic curricula in these regions.
Already, several Asian Universities are alreadytings'Inter-Asia’-type courses and programmes,
some directly conducted by members of the origowlective, but also autonomously Cultural
Typhoon project (based in Japan, starting in 2002)tural Studies Association, Taiwan (based in
Taiwan, starting in 1998), and others.

Administratively as already shown, the IACS network has grownifsigmtly to now include the
IACS Society which conducts the annudummer Campand the biannual IACEonferencesall
of which have all now become a major componenhefAsian academic calendar.

Institutional Mechanism for the proposed MA/Ph.D.

The mechanism will be as follows:

Recognition/Validation of the MA/Ph.D.

All Members of the Consortium will agree to recagmithe Inter-Asia MA/Ph.D. Programme.
There will be two kinds of members: ordniversities/Research Centresvith existing MA/Ph.D.
programmes that are capable of validating the 4Asga MA/Ph.D., and academic institutions that
do not have existing systems but require from tbedBrtium a validation procedure. In the first
instance (of existing MA/Ph.D. programmes), to jaire consortium it is necessary for such
Universities/Research Centres to also validatérttez-Asia MA/Ph.D. Programme. In the instance
of institutions that wish to join the consortiumthlo not have a validation mechanism in place, the

98



Consortium will attempt to acquire the requiredidaiion process through one of the existing
member institutions.

Student Admission

All students admitted by any member of the Consortiunder the Inter-Asia MA/Ph.D.
Programme will be able, over time, to access thadamic resources of all other member
institutions. While the members will be able to e fees as per their own procedure (which
means that fees charged in different locations waay, depending on locations and the nature of
resources on offer) a standard fee will be chalyethe Consortium of all students registering with
the Consortium.

Academic Resources

The Members of the Consortium will organize to hawvensolidated institutional repository, which
will include all material required for coursewornk any of the member institutions. It will also
include the inter-Asian research outputs of the tamnstitutions of the Consortium and the
doctoral dissertations of all graduating studeAtsfar as possible, this repository will be avaiab
for free downloading, but wherever copyright resions exist, it will be available as
password-protected material.

Executive and Steering Committees

All Member institutions will have an individual regsentation, to form an Executive Committee for
the MA/Ph.D., from whom will be elected a Steerfdgmmittee of three, who will be responsible
for all aspects of the Inter-Asia Ph.D.

1. Inter-Asia MA/Ph.D. Courses

All member institutions offering courses will matteese courses available to students of the other
institutions.

Course contentOne of the major reasons for this entire programmthe fact that the IACS
collective has, over the years, assembled a suladthody of writing that displays what we could
broadly call an Inter-Asia methodology, of compaeatvriting on a range of topics demonstrating
a set of key historical and political concerns. Hssumption is that Inter-Asia MA/Ph.D. courses
will therefore not be just any courses already fiarpbut will have significant pan-Asian interest.
It is also further assumed that, in its initialggathe courseware will primarily use existing gt
that will be made available across regions thraughslation.
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Making Courses Available This component is perhaps the most challengnaydifficult of the
entire MA/Ph.D. programme. All member institutiom8l make their courses available to students
from the ConsortiumThis crucially means that courses will, at the ledshave to be available

in English as well as in one other language: whicincludes a combination of translation,
subtitling and uploading of course content and refeences.

Courses will therefore be made available in a foinat specific members feel most comfortable
offering: which include courses only through phgsiattendance, through broadcast forms, online
through offering course timings, courses studeats d@o in their own time at at chosen levels,
including various combinations of these.

All issues to do with how courses are accessededirdo the concerned Member institutions,
although the IACS Consortium will attempt to fingally support this component in two ways: (1)
Through financial support to make a course avaldinicluding translation costs, technical support
etc), as well as financial support to studentsawedl to other regions to take courses.

Seminar courses and Multi-locational Collaborati@ursesApart from standard courses on offer,
active efforts will be made to offer new cuttinggedcourses across regions, institutions and
disciplines. These could be online seminars, lectaurses or collaborative projects, offered for
credit.

Course Validation/CreditsAll courses, and related academic activities, affer under the
Inter-Asia MA/Ph.D., duly validated, will be offatecredits. A mechanism will need to be
assembled by which credits are assigned to spedificses.

The Consortium will assemble a Credit Bank, undeictv all students successfully completing any
course can automatically accrue credits.

ReadersInter-Asia Cultural Studies will collaborate tesemble transcultural readers on selected
issues with wide interest, on which either new king has happened or important older traditions
have not been disseminated. Relevant topics inclGdéure and Democracy (including Social
Movements, Forms of Political Mobilization, etc{onceptual Flows in Asia, Gender and
Sexuality, Cinema and Popular Culture, Migratiomadpora, Transnationalism, Country and the
City, Cybercultures, Culture, Science and Technpletg. Initially publication will be planned in
English, Chinese, Japanese and Korean.

2. Admission procedures

Students will be admitted by Member institutions s their standard procedures. However,

students admitted to the Inter-Asia MA/Ph.D. witirh a distinct cohort. Although Member
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institutions will charge student fees as per lgmadrities and there are likely to be significant
variations in the fees on offer, once the studenadmitted, efforts will be made to ensure an
equality of resources.

Summer CampEvery year, all the students of the Inter-Asia MA.D. will be required or
encouraged to participate in a Summer Camp, whidhaigo deal with research methodologies,
and related issues, while facilitating the onlyefdo-face contact that all students will have.

3. Guidance

Any faculty member from a Member institution quigd to guide an Inter-Asian MA/Ph.D. student
would have to have been validated by any of thev&lsities recognizing the Inter-Asia MA/Ph.D.
programme.

4. Student Defences

Final student defences will be public, and broatlcagine. Otherwise, they will follow the
conventions of their parent Universities. A copy af completed MA/Ph.D. theses will be
deposited in the Inter-Asia PhD Institutional Refmy for free download.

5. Archiving :

The entire MA/Ph.D. programme, including courses, eadings, research, MA/Ph.D. theses,
online chats, broadcasts and podcasts, faculty leoct notes (where available), student
assignments, will need to be archived significant technical backbone would be the majsset
for this initiative, with appropriate checks (feagsword protection where necessary).

6. Funding:

While all funds required by Member institutions tbeir in-house expenses will be borne by the
institutions themselves, funding is likely to bgueed for the following areas:

- Course building and making course content accesdibls likely that every course, to be
made fully accessible, would need at least to hhegeollowing: (a) Translation/subtitling
costs, (b) Copyright clearance costs, (c) Techmosts for digitization of all content.

-Ongoing_Student fellowshipsto travel to other institutions to attend coursekerever
physical attendance becomes mandatory.

- Annual Summer CampDrganization costs.
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- Secretariat Administrative costs for course validation, achtt&ion, providing the technical
back-end for tracking student progress.

7. List of participating institutions:

Center for Asia-Pacific/Cultural Studies, Chiao Turg University, Hsinchu

Center for Asia-Pacific/Cultural Studies, Tsing-HuaUniversity, Hsinchu

Center for Comparative Literature, Chinese Academyof Social Sciences, Beijing

Center for Film and Cultural Studies, Peking University, Beijing

Center for the Study of Culture and Society, Bangaire

Cinema Studies Department, Korean National Universy of Arts, Seoul

Cultural Studies in Asia, PhD Program, National Unversity of Singapore

Cultural Studies Program in Inter-Faculty Initiativ e in Information Studies, University of
Tokyo, Tokyo

Cultural Studies, University of Melbourne

Democracy and Social Movement Institute, SungKongHoa University, Seoul

Department of Chinese Literature, Tsing-Hua Univergy, Hsinchu

Department of English, Central University, Chung-li

Department of English and Humanities, BRAC Universily, Dhaka

Department of Gender and Cultural Studies, Univerdy of Sydney

Department of Literary Studies, Faculty of Huamanites, University of Indonesia, Jakarta

Graduate Institute for Social Research and CulturalStudies, Chiao Tung University, Hsinchu

Graduate School of Core Ethnics and Frontier Scieres, Ritsumeikan University, Kyoto

Graduate Program in Culture and Gender Studies, Yosei University, Seoul

Institute of East Asian Studies, SungKongHoe Univeity, Seoul

Institute of Korean Studies, Yonsei University, Seal

Kwan Fong Cultural Research and Development ProgramLingnan University, Hong Kong

Program in Cultural Studies, Shanghai University, $ianghai
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. Projected Budget

We propose to establish an International InstitoteCultural Studies under the structure of the
University System of Taiwan. The proposal is putviard on the basis of the six year ongoing
collaboration of the “Cross-campus Cultural Studtesgram” (CCCSP, UST), which has been
supported by the University System of Taiwan sid@@3. The purpose of this joint venture is to
continue the existing collaboration made possipi¢hle University System of Taiwan and to
cohere and further advance existing institutiomal Buman resources so that cultural studies

research and teaching programs on UST campusesaecim global status.

1. Statement of Purpose
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The International Institute for Cultural StudiekC®) is to be established as an institute on thel le
of University System of Taiwan. The mission of theS is to provide a world-class focus and
resource for research and teaching in the growitegnational field of cultural studies. IICS sees
cultural studies as an interdisciplinary frontietween and beyond disciplines. Locating itself in
the nexus of Taiwan, the Chinese speaking worklAfia region, and the globe, IICS seeks to
advance human knowledge beyond existing boundariesthe era of globalization, cultural
studies teaching and research practices havedarhbied out in a comparative framework of the
local, the international, the regional and the glob As a new trend in humanities and social
sciences to combine research and teaching, ousiened international degree program (M.A. and
Ph.D.) will be an integral component of our reskatitections. Through constant provision of
short-term research and teaching appointmentd@fiational visiting professorship and research
fellowship, IICS seeks to be a truly internatiosphce of encounter between Taiwan, the region
and the world.  Within UST, IICS will work in pactilar with the Faculties of Humanities and
Social Sciences so as to support graduate stutig &iighest level. Home to a strong
international team of full-time researchers andhézgy faculty, the IICS will provide support for
doctoral and postdoctoral teaching and researcatiemnces, workshops, seminars, study groups
and cultural activities. It welcomes visiting stdrs who wish to conduct their research in
cultural studies and actively encourages collalmmatith other cultural studies institutions

worldwide.

2. Background Analysis

1. As an expansive field of knolwedge, cultural stgdi@s been globally recognized as the most
energetic and innovative academic field that aimatardisciplinary studies. Since 1996,
Crossroads in Cultural Studies International Casriee has been organized bi-annually for cultural
studies scholars from different parts of world éone together. Since 2002, an International
Association of Cultural Studies has been officiabtablishedhttp://cultstud.org) indicating that
cultural studies as an internationally reputaléédfof study is fast growing.

2. Inthe Asia region, an increasing number of neviural studies research institutions and
teaching programs are being established: includiorga (Seoul National University, Yonsei
University, Korean National University of Arts),pln (Tokyo University, Osaka University,

Ritsumeikan University, Kyushu University), Mainth@hina (Beijing University, Tsing Hua
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University, Shanghai University, Chinese Academypotial Sciences), Hong Kong (Hong Kong
University, Chinese University of Hong Kong, LingamUniversity, Hong Kong Polytechnic
University), Singapore (National University of Sagpre and Nanyang University), Indonesia
(University of Indonesia), India (Center for thei®g of Culture and Society, Center for the Study

of Social Sciences), etc. More programs are irptbeess of being established.

3. In Taiwan, cultural studies began to develop inléte 1980’s, earlier than any other country or
region in Asia. Since 1997, cultural studies hesrbrecognized by the National Science Council
as an inter-disciplinary field, with an independsuab-discipline status (HO). Cultural Studies
Association, Taiwan, was officially establishedl®98 and has become the most energetic and
productive academic association (website: www.osgatw). And all of the related research centers
and teaching programs on UST campuses that matteeygesent joint project have accumulated
impressive track records in the field (see belowh 2003, the UST cross-campus cultural studies
program was established and has become the basis efivisioned International Institute.
(Website:http://www.srcs.nctu.edu.tw/cccs/index.htt the present moment, we still have the
vantage point to lead other similar institutiong\sia in research and teaching, if the IICS project

can be materialized.

3. Existing Advantages

1. Reputations:

In the context of Taiwan’s academia, in particuber field of humanities and social sciences,
Cultural Studies has proved itself to be most cditipe and most visible in the international arena.
Over the past 10 years, among the five electedr€bé&iraiwan’s Cultural Studies Association,
four are UST faculty: Kuan-Hsing Chen (1998-20Q@)yce Liu (2000-2002), Yuan-horn Chu
(2002-2004), and Josephine Ho (2004-2006). Th&utisins involved in CCCSP have already
done pioneering work to lead cultural studies iiwdam. The vibrant research and teaching
activities initiated by the core members have aydaecome the key players in local as well as
international academic platform. Below we singlé ame units to showcase the established
reputations.

The Center for Asia-Pacific/Cultural Studies, NTHidtablished in 1991, is recognized as the
first cultural studies institution in Asia. Thrdugrganizing a series of large-scale international

conferences and important publications, the Cdrderbecome an important nodal point in the
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international cultural studies network. The Celhis held 8 large-scale international conference,
14 inter-Asia cultural nexus forums, 25 culturatique forums, and invited more than 50
internationally renowned scholars to Taiwan foradahexchange.

Considered to be the foremost research colleativbe field of gender/sexuality studies in
Taiwan and in Asia, the Center for the Study of @dities at NCU has hosted 7 well-attended
international conferences and 8 large-scale domestiferences, organized more than 35 lectures
and forums, received 20 internationally renownétbkars (including such names as Eve Kosofsky
Sedgwick, Cindy Patton, Judith Halberstam, Lesé&bBerg, Ann Bolin, Catherine Gallagher,
Minnie Bruce Pratt, Meaghan Morris, etc.) (Wehditgp://sex.ncu.edu.tyv

The Graduate Institute for Social Research andu@aliStudies has been the only cultural
studies degree programs (MA and PhD) in Taiwanes@i02. It has already held 5 international
seminars on cultural studies, one internationah€$e scholar seminar, and 80 interdisciplinary
lectures. It has also organized several long-texading groups to study emerging topics and built
the audio-visual database for academic lecturds/ersubjects. Institutionally, this Institute has
become a nodal point to support cultural studiastang and research regionally and
internationally beyond Taiwan.

Two Film Studies Centers in NCTU and NCU are walbwn for leading the field of film and
visual studies in Taiwan. The NCTU Film Studies @eihas organized international conferences
on important film directors and has been activpromoting art cinema. The NCU Film Studies
Center has been publishing the only cinema onvieekly, FunScreer{www.funscreen.com.tj\to
serve the film community and has been strong imeoting with film culture, film festivals and
research.

Objectively speaking, the internationally recogdizeputation of Taiwan’s cultural studies is

mainly upheld by these units on UST campuses.

2. Publication Mechanisms:

In comparison with other fields of humanities andial sciences in Taiwan, UST’s Cultural

Studies component is the most internationalized,tduits strong record in publication. Most

visibly, Thelnter-Asia Cultural Studieévww.iacs.org), edited by Kuan-Hsing Chen sinc@®0

and published by Routledge, the globally knowngreational publishing house, has become a
major journal in the international field of Cultl&tudies. The journal is widely recognized by
the international scholarly communities as oneheffirst successful projects developed outside the
West. Since 2005, the journal has been the fitsh@l in Asia indexed in both Social Sciences
Citation Index and Arts and Humanities CitationdrdRouter: Cultural Studiesan international
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journal in mandarin Chinese language, edited bynyuarn Chu since 2005, and published by
Yuanliu, a leading Taiwan publisher, has becomenbst important outlet for Cultural Studies
research in the Chinese speaking world. MoreokierCenter for the Study of Sexualities, directed
by Josephine Ho, has published 25 full-length saitypbooks on gender/sexuality related issues,
and has been recognized as the vanguard of cuifenaler/sexuality cultural studies research and
teaching in Asia. With these local and internatlgneblication mechanisms in place, we believe
that the envisioned the 1ICS will be in place toosthly disseminate its research.

3. International networking:

Due to 1) and 2), members of the CCCSP have becedling players in building up international
networks. On the basis of twenty years of netwakin January 2006, during the Teaching
Cultural Studies Workshop, co-organized by the BhgDepartment at National Central University
and the Center for Asia-Pacific/Cultural Studiedlational Tsing Hua University, a Memorandum
of Understanding was signed by 12 major institigionAsia to collaborate and facilitate
exchanges of teaching and research, and studehta@uity. These institutions include University
of Tokyo, Yonsei University, Korean National Unigsgy of Arts, Shanghai University, Center for
the Study of Culture and Society at India, etcfuiither international collaboration, in July 2009,
we have facilitated the establishment of a Congartior Inter-Asia Cultural Studies, including 18
institutions (see Appendix), to be formally laundhe 2010 to carry out projects like joint MA and
PhD degree programs. We are hoping that with stebéshment of the new Institute existing
vantage point will continue to propel the IICS tpasition of leadership in scholarly research and
teaching

We believe if the elated programs, centers andtfamembers on UST campuses can be
cohered into a larger framework, with consistestitational support to further advance into an
international research and teaching center, lldBb&come the most visible leading institution in
Asia in under 5 years, because we have alreadyliséiiad the foundation, the track record, the
large number of faculty and researcher, and welihrded connections with other distinguished

cultural studies institutions around the globe (selew).

4. Structure and Positioning

1. 1ICS will be a University level research institufetnanagement board composed of
prominent members of the UST University communitly supervise the operation of the Institute.

An International advisory board, composed of legdiathorities in the international field of
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Cultural Studies, will actively advice the reseaptdéinning, and support international networking. A
steering committee, composed of leaders of thearekBlusters, will be the executive unit to carry

out operation.

2. Based in UST, IICS is a truly international ingtibun, which is to be reflected in its research,
teaching and other activities. Cultural studie$aiwan is advantageously placed in the
intersection of 4 major networks: the Taiwan lotlag¢ international Chinese speaking world
(including places such as Singapore and Malaysia)Asia region (geographically connecting
Northeast Asia with Southeast Asia), and the glod&CS will thus self-consciously conduct

teaching and research in this physical as welbaseptual intersection.

3. The existing research centers and teaching progiraralved in this project will collaborate in
the operation of the International Institute of Qual Studies. The four research clusters wilhthe
organize interdisciplinary and transnational resleaeams as well as coordinate the teaching
program: (1) The Center for the Study of SexuaitieNCU will be in charge of sex/gender studies;
(2) The Center for the Study of Emergent Cultutaldi®&s at NCTU will be in charge of East Asian
Modernity; (3) The Center for Asia-Pacific/Cultu@tudies at NTHU will be in charge of
Movements and Thoughts; and (4) the Film Studieg€ls at NCTU and Research Center in
Visual Culture at NCU will collaborate on Visual Gure.

5. Procedure and Methodology

1. lICS will actively recruit internationally known Bolars to join the Institute as long term
affiliates, visiting professors, research fellowgostdoctoral fellows. In five years, three t si

full time faculty (one to two from each campus)veié appointed to carry out the mission of the
Institute. A total of 4 to 8 visiting professorshppsitions will be available on the basis of 6 niant

or 12 months appointment each year to participatesearch and teaching. Four to eight
fellowship will also be offered each year to wookvards converting their dissertation research into

book publishing.

2. lICS’s international degree program (M.A. and Phwll be an expansion of the existing UST
cross-campus cultural studies program (see Appgndix addition to existing UST cultural

studies faculties who have international reputatind who are capable of teaching in English, the
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constant presence of internationally known schafatke Institute to carry out advanced graduate
seminars will facilitate IICS to become a highlyngaetitive international graduate program.
Moreover, teaching collaboration will also be exted to researchers working in Academia Sinica
(see Appendix Ill). Procedure and requirementsfeating this internal degree- or

certificate-oriented program will be drafted andg@ssed in a separate document.

3. To be internationally influential, IICS’s researajenda will be conducted in an international
comparative perspective, and is thus committeddarozing international research teams. PhD
students in our international networks will be arigad into research teams; and visiting professors
and post-doctoral fellows will be appointed on arskerm basis and affiliated to specific research

teams.

4. A publication division will be established. It indes journal and book series publication,
both in Chinese and in English. These will beiedrout in collaboration with international
publishers to enhance visibility as well as infloen

5. lICI will actively connect with the related institan internationally, to exchange students and
faculty. Our existing links will be further advartdf the IICS project will be materialized, we
propose to host the Inter-Asia Cultural Studiesi@gcConference and the International Cultural

Studies Association Conference to publicize theslIiLoject and to further our global links.

6. International Deqgree Program

1. International Degree Program (M.A. and Ph.Dl) e a central component of the IICS. It
builds upon the already operating UST cross-canGuiiral Studies program, composed of at
least 60 faculty members from three different caseigsu Further extension will be made to

include researchers based in other institutiori@iwan, such as Academia Sinica.

2. The name of this degree program will be “MA &1t in Inter-Asia Cultural Studies”. As

such, it will directly connect with the joint inteational degree programs organized through the
Consortium of Inter-Asia Cultural Studies Institrts (See appendix). To be part of the joint
program is to place our International Degree Progaathe center of an international project.
Based on the interests of each individual, thellstatudents will automatically have access to the

intellectual resources across the region. Intesnatly known scholars will be invited as visiting
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professorship to teach one seminar in the progradri@lead research at the IICS. This

international feature will be an important dimemsad the program.

4. Inthe past, research and teaching are two diviigéats. Emerging new scholarly centers have
been established to combine both research andingadline focus of the degree program will
generally correspond to the research interestseofiCS, as those who carry out research projects
will be responsible for teaching courses in therdegrogram and theses course will be directly

connected with research project in each cluster.

5. Students in the degree program will be organizguhtticipate in various IICS’s transnational
research projects led by the IICS faculty to cauycomparative studies. This will not only give
further hands-on experience for the students taieethe training of becoming scholars, but also

build up an international community of scholarslevelop this field of study.

6. This degree program will actively cooperate withastinstitutions internationally to exchange
faculty and students. Students with particulaeaesh interests will be sent to our sister
institutions to take courses or to conduct researétor Ph.D. students, one semester of study
outside Taiwan, in the form of course work or rethtield research, will be part of the degree
requirement.

For details, please see a separate proposal.

7. Research Focus and Research Teams

Over the past six years of the ongoing CCCSP, we beadually identified four research clusters
which have established visibility and credibilitylocal and international academic communities.
They include:

Sexuality Studies
Critical Theory and East Asian modernity
Movements and Thoughts

Visual Culture

Our strategy is to integrate these most competiggearch areas into one structure, with the
hope to achieve following purposes: 1) a truly srdgpartment and cross campus research and
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teaching collaboration can be materialized; 2)léisser internationalized components can be
integrated into an international platform; 3) theegration can reinforce the strength of each
existing research cluster to reach higher levahtgirnational influence; and 4) the conditions of
new modes of knowledge production can emerge tergém alternative models of interdisciplinary

research and teaching.

The focus of each research cluster is briefly desdrbelow:

Sexuality StudiesThe development of capitalist modernity has raliijdestabilized and

transformed social space. Gender roles, relatibmderaction and identity have become multiplied
and have generated rich discursive formation. fhed of marshal law in Taiwan and its
consequent releasing of social energies, includgngultivated nationalist and class politics, are
injecting new forces and new variables into thecpss of transformation and have made sexual
politics important civilizing and disciplinary poweOur vision for sexualities studies is to rethink
the interrelation and operating mechanism of gerswuality and other social forces expressed in
the arena of consumption and representation, wglelighting the changing location in the
process of globalization.

The research team is concerned with the dispositfigexual politics in local, regional and
global terms. Focusing on the problematic of pokveledge, it emphasizes historically the
agency of the subject and the grass-root moverasmell as the structural dimension of the legal,
political and social institutions. In addition teetbackground of theoretical abstraction, it irss@st

the necessity to locate object of study in concpedetices and voices emerging in real context.

Critical Theory and East Asian Modernitodern history in East Asia is shaped by theliectual

understanding of modernity and the formation ofriagon-state, which in turn influence the
structure of cultural identity. Problems of Eastalsmodernity, such as Northeast Asian statism,
controversy over sovereignty and national bordarewledge translation and the task of
subjectification, bio-politics, legal institutiomsd reconstruction of ethical concepts, politicadre
and language structure, historical writing anddtrce of emotional memory, and state violence; all
have to be discussed and analyzed in the conteptobél expansion of imperial knowledge system
and the modernization process in East Asia.

“Critical Theory and East Asian Modernity” resdateam will continue to deepen
contemporary critical thought by drawing speci&tiation to theoretical issues of the politics,

aesthetics and ethics, and attempt to reinterpo&tigmatics pertinent to the cultural context and
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historical process of East Asian modernity.

Thoughts and Movementhl the context of globalization, literary/cultifarms and historical

experiences, immanent to the modern movement tdrlgjhave become the intellectual sources
inter-referenced in the critical thoughts of thgioe. On the one hand, thoughts embedded in
historical contexts and produced in the dynamic eneent processes, mediating in the form of
poetry, novel, essays, criticism, drama, film aad@mic theory, have actively produced effects in
historical society. On the other hand, contempopatitical, social and cultural movements have
constantly challenged existing modes of thouglatgimg the relation between abstraction in
thoughts and historical reality to be more orgathet is, making thought move closer to history in
order to generate more adequate explanation afythemic changes.

This research team, grounded in the critical trawls of humanities and social sciences,
emphasize the interpenetration of the real changordd and knowledge production, with a hope
to breakthrough the existing crisis of knowledgedeyeloping modes of thoughts and movements
grounded in local subjectivity.

Visual Culture Visual culture is an emerging subject in cultwgtaldies. The development of
modern city, communication media, entertainmentgtg, internet, painting, photography,
print-image, architecture, sculpture, spatial desfdgm, TV, dram, performance, and static and
dynamic advertising have together formed visuaiucal Visual culture, to be sure, is not only a
form of modern cultural expression but also thesmmafluential ideological effects, defining the
meaning of life and identity for individuals andgps.

This cluster gets together the best researchédilsiiistudies, fine arts, theater and
performance studies to analyze the history and fafrmisual arts and issues involved in

contemporary visual culture.

8. Timetable

As some of the regular operations in relation teagch, conferences, and publications are already
in place and running the following timetable witllg include those special steps that help build
and develop the IICS.

First year:
Set up executive committee for decision-making iithe Institute. Form various working
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committees: 1. preparatory committee for the iraeéamal degree program, 2. committee for
recruiting visiting professorship, postdoctoraldelship, research fellow, 3. research team
planning committee, 4. budgetary committee. Agtlan put forward the Ministry of Education

for establishing the International Degree Program.

Second year:
Recruiting MA and PhD students for first year eimaint.  Establishing the Consortium for

Inter-Asia Cultural Studies Institutions.

Third year:
Full-fledge operation of the IICS.

9. Projected Yearly Budget

The proposed budget will vary each year as lICgm@sses. Below is a projected annual budget.
(Budgetary projections are based on yearly esti(® including possible costs for hosting the

world convention in 2010 or possible infrastructbuélding costs for the IICS.)

Annually:
Item Detall amount
visiting professors or senior monthly stipend at 10,771,380
research fellows NT$199,470/6 months/4
research fellow (1-2 year monthly stipend at 6,426,000
appointment) NT$119,000/13.5 months/4
postdoctoral fellowships monthly stipend at 4,050,000
NT$75,000/13.5 months/4

full-time assistants (MA level) NT$34,000/13.5 miosith 1,836,00
scholarships for international degNT$200,000/15 3,000,00
program students
international conferences (3 per 5,000,00

year), colloquia (12 per year) and

international workshops (2 per

year)
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Publishing including editing and printing 3,000,000

equipment office equipment, computer 3,600,00
equipment, audio-video
equipment, remote

conferencing equipment

Miscellaneous office supplies, printing, 400,00(

communication, reception

38,083,380

Founding Sources:National Science Council, Ministry of Education,lfQual Affairs Council
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